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No paper copies of the Hall Herald are being delivered this month because of
the Covid-19 restrictions. If you know someone who would normally get a
paper copy we would be grateful if you would forward this edition to them via
email if possible. Many thanks.

On the Horizon…???
As things stand we are not sure what events, if any, can take place over the
next 3 months. If ‘social distancing’ has to continue then the Summer Concert
we had planned for June along with the Village BBQ, the Hall Annual General
Meeting and our last Film Club before the summer break will all have to be
cancelled. Our VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebration, which should have taken
place on 8 May, has already been a coronavirus casualty as you know. And
of course all of the regular clubs, classes and group meetings that normally
take place each week at the Hall have been suspended since March.
If the situation changes and the rules are relaxed then we might be able to do
something and we will let you know as soon as possible.
In the meanwhile we are assuming that we will not be able to resume anything
like our normal activities until September. That being the case we are
forecasting an operating loss of around £4,000 for the year to 31 March 2021.
If social distancing has to continue in some form beyond September to
December (or even later) then the loss will obviously be greater.
Every year we organise fund raising events to make good any operating
losses and to generate the money we need to improve the Hall. Our aim is
create a virtuous circle where improvements lead to more hirings which bring
in more cash which enables us to make further improvements. However this is
not going to happen this year. We are going to have to use our reserves to
cover the operating loss.
When we do get back to ‘normal’ we do hope you will come back to events at
the Hall - in droves! It goes without saying that we need your support – but
more importantly we want the Hall, the heart of the community, to start beating
again and to come alive once more!

Centenary Calendar Photograph Exhibition & Coffee Morning
Saturday 7 March
Over 80 photographs were on display at the Photographic Exhibition in March
and more than 60 people came along to see them on the day – and to vote for
the twelve they liked best for potential inclusion in our 2021 Centenary
Calendar. All of the images were excellent and we are very grateful to
everyone who took the trouble to send them in.
After the votes were counted a virtual sub-committee was formed to choose an
image for the cover and for each month, using the results as a guide but not
bound by them. Unsurprisingly it is taking quite a while to agree the final
selection! As it is so difficult and the images are so good we may well include
those that didn’t feature in the main calendar as a montage on the back cover.
We are still aiming to get the calendar printed over the summer and to have
copies available for sale during the autumn – and at our Christmas Coffee
Morning! Fingers crossed!!

Other News...
Security Lights
Security lights have now been installed to the rear and the side of the
Memorial Hall. Two proximity sensors have been fitted so that the lights will
come on whether you approach the garden from the front of the Hall or from
Appleby Close. The lights are the same as at the front and can be switched to
continuous operation as and when needed.

Allied Westminster ‘Wonderful Villages’ Photo Competition
As you know we submitted an entry to the ‘Wonderful
Villages’ competition organised by Allied Westminster
(our insurers) and many of you will have voted for it no
doubt, especially as there were several cash prizes on
offer with a top prize of £1,500 for the winning Hall.
Unfortunately the competition has been suspended
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
As a consequence the judging and presentation phases have been delayed
until further notice. As soon as the judging discussions and prize
presentations can take place in safety, the process will be re-started and the
winners will be notified. We look forward to hearing from them!!

